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condudvc to the clariry of . underatand'
ins. Ideas barcd on cl,obal evidencea

could lraT'e been given precedence over

ryhat has bccn diecardcd.

The secti,ons devoted to weathering,

erogion and river valley development
are outdated and inadequate. The author
has not thought it worthwhile to think
-of channel propertiee and their hydrolo-
sical irrplieations. Thc discharge crtrara-

ctoristicE and flood regirnes of rivers
have been complctely ignored. Yet the
Davisian model of cyclc of erosion \f,ith
comrnents on its validity lns found a
place in the book rerninding ooe of what
wooldrigo wrote half a ccntury ago.

The landfornrs in difrerent milieus or
owlng to a v*riety of pr,ocesacs have becn
discuesed in dctail, may theee be karst
rcgi,on, acolian landform or the areac of
glacial landforme. A novelty in thc
book fu the addition of thc chapter on
paiglacid landforme. C.oastal tandforrns
and g@morphoklgy o[ oc/arn floore
havc rcccivcd ryeiil dtcntion. Thc book
clorce with tro clraptcrn oa baric

Thia b a booL, that contains thcmes a

geographer urually"'includo is environ-
rnerrt, and givee a vcr57 Lmprehcntive
account of errvironmc,nt from a geogra'
phical perrspecti*e. The book cornbiner
the approach of a phycical geographer
with those of a bio-guographer and eco-
1"g.*. Thc rnerit of the book ic that even
a studsnt without a background of any
one of tlre above disciplincs can read it
profitably, rince all unfamiliar therner are

IT'

conceptr (a la Thornbury).and ths oth€r
on Applied geomorpholoey. WhY thc
basic corlcepte at thc cnd of thig bookl
Does the author think that the dude,nts

can undergtand the baric concepts only
after readins through the book. Applied
geomorptr,ologly ie vrhat ono haa to empha-
size to project the irnportancc of the
discipline.

For a volume of this cize. the quality
of paper and the printinc cot{d have
beer chosen more carefully. Was it too
much to have a qualiry production of the
book) May be. thc author and the
publtirher, both had in thcir mind the
intendcd readerchip, kccping the ptice
quits low within the purcha.dng capacity
of University rhrdc{rts.

The revie*ver finds the book paiDstalc-

ingly written and the treatment vety,
comprehenrive. Both the rtudente and
the tcachem will find it eaey to read and
underrand. If the bools pickr up, and
onc hopce, it docr, drc recond cdition
eould be brouglrt out a, a library cdirion.
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dirc,u.ued in tlre tcxt and thc jorgrn dm-
plified. The book ir rvnitten in thc nature
of a text boolc of themeg, whether they
relate to redimentation and eroei,on,
tr,ophic leveh, nutrient cycles or cven
the basic concept in ecology. All find a
place in thc volume.

As tho author statcs in preface, the
first five chnptcrs deal with concepts like
environmont, ecoloSy, eco-aystem, and
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'Biocphir*. Ihc ihapter' ioh plant and
a4irn4l kingdom'will prove helpftil to
stu.dehts w.tro have not 'studied biology.
'Enviro'nme.ntal' degradation and the
Environmental pollution are the most
topical thernes discussed with Indian ex-
amptes. Envixinmental' and the,natural
,u"oor&J' figui9 oirly under planning and
nianagimerrt. And, Savindra Singh has
absoluteli ignored population pressure,
deveiopment strategles and their impact
on r€sources. The'world view .of 'Umitg
to growth' doca not find an echo in this
book; The mention of population explo-
sion as a factor in onvironmental de-
gradation is only incidental.
' 

To alt enviroiiment l isuue*, tiere is a
soci,o.economic and human side. The
h"qory of econom[c developrnent and
particu'larly the exploitati,on of reaoufces
with their'prgserrt consequenqee wil! be
mipsed by all serious-reader_q, of environ-
mental problems. I\4ore .pertinent is the
fact that the gtobal aspects of environ'
rpo-nt lnay.be difiergnt from the regional
or local issue. One does not find any dis-
cussion of t-hg global environmental issues,
may.these.be climate change, p6pulation,
pcverty gr, all too importaht'bio,tliversity
and. gerretic.,resources; which hr6 so'mtfrh "

in the air. these ,days;. A diicudsion of
Environment arrd econornic developmeni, 

.

regardlese of tl're author's stand, could
:,

,effort'by a'getigraph'er ahd'a geophysicisl
Tlier. ig; no dotrLt, 'an introduction to
ttrc cart$; rihich' traces it3 parentage, its
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have'highlighted thb significant : iseu"t

These commcnte notryitlastanding, the
book fulfills the l,ongfelt need of the stu-
dents of geography. In the,opinion of t*re
aut:hoq it, is,equdly.useful to teachers of
the subiect and cthers intercsted in en-
viro.nment. The author, it mnst be admit-
ted, has done elaborbte r6ference work
and used a variety of material from
diverse sources,, as seen frcim the'lRe-
ferences'. at the end. Tables and diagrams
have acknowledged the sources and the
interested readers can certainly go to the
original referene,es. Why an index is not
compiled,. pne does not quitelunderstand.

This is certainly the most'cornprehen-
sive book writte,n by an Indian " author
on. Environmental geogmphy in this
country. It very well serves tle need of
Indian geography and geographerd. Dr.
Suri,nd,ra Sinsh desen'bs not only alpre-
ciation but ertren adrniration foi writing
this book. One 'hopes, , dre 'publishers

brinir out. a library editisn, in not ' toi>

The revieqer has . no hesitation in
":'r€oomErending it to college and trniversity

studgnts and S-r.e teachers alike.
..,, i]
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Thiri ,booil<l is the o.rtcome oi a ioint position among -tlie planets bf' t'he ''sotar

rystem its intcrior including gravity and
gravity anorriolies, and finally the reversal
'df tkc eartlfc meginetienl. fni 
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